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1. AFTER TALKING WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS, BRITISH AND DUTCH 
AMBASSADORS AND OTHERS, WE HAVE THE EOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS TO MAKE RE DEBT'S MEETINGS WITH GHASSAN TUEINI 
DELEGATION. 

2. IN ADDITION TO REQUIREMENTS OE SITUATION, THERE IS A 
POLITICAL IMPERATIVE FOR SPEED IN LEBANESE RECONSTRUCTION 
EEEORT. PRESIDENT SARKIS IS COUNTING, INTER ALIA, ON A 
COMPETENT AND RAPID EFEORT IN REPAIRING CIVIL WAR DAMAGE 

AS ONE MEANS OE ESTABLISHING PROPER ATMOSPHERE EOR POLITICAL 
RECONCILIATION AMONG LEBANESE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT. 

SARKIS' REPUTATION IS TO SOME EXTENT ON THE BLOCK AS, WITH 
HIS NON-POLITICAL CABINET, WHICH OBVISOULY UNDER HIS 
DIRECTION, THE BLAME EOR A POOR EFEORT AND PRAISE EOR A 
GOOD EEEORT IS LIKELY TO FALL ON HIS SHOULDERS. 

CONSEQUENTLY, IE RECONSTRUCTION PROCEEDS RAPIDLY AND 
SUCCESSEULLY, PUBLIC CONEIDENCE IN SARKIS WILL BE 
STRENGTHENED TO THE ADVANTAGE OE ALL CONCERNED. TUEINI 
EXPRESSED TO US DEC 1 1 BELIEE THAT LEBANON COULD SPEND 
OVER $I BILLION WITHIN ONE YEAR ON RECONSTRUCTION. THIS 
MAY BE UNREALISTIC, GIVEN INEVITABLE TIME LAGS IN PROGRAM 
OP SUCH MAGNITUDE, BUT IT UNDERSCORES IMPORTANCE GOL 
ATTACHES TO PROMPT VISIBLE PROGRESS. 
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3. AS WE HAVE REPORTED, WE DOUBT THAT THE LEBANESE 
DELEGATION WILL BE IN A POSTIION TO OFEER PRECISION RE 
PROJECTS. I HAVE ASKED EOR AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE 
PRIME MINISTER TO SEE IE WE CAN OBTAIN MORE DETAILS RE 
THEIR PLANS. WE CAN HELP THEM BY EXPLAINING WHAT WE NEED 
IN TERMS OE EACTUAL DATA TO ASSIST THEM. THERE IS NO 
QUESTION BUT THE NEED IS GREAT. ALTHOUGH THE GOL MAY 
HAVE EXAGGERATED IN SOME CASES SUCH AS THE NUMBER OE 
DISPLACED PERSONS, ETC., I TOURED THE CENTRAL CITY 

DEC 12 AND WAS HORRIEIED BY THE DESTRUCTION. THE 
STREETS HAVE BEEN CLEANED BUT RUBBLE AND CRUMBLING 
BUILDINGS ARE EVERYWHERE. I WOULD BE SURPRISED IE A 
GOOD DEAL OE THE AREA DID NOT HAVE TO BE COMPLETELY 
TORN DOWN AND REBUILT. WE WOULD THINK THE PORT COULD 
BE RESTORED TO A REASONABLE OPERATING CONDITION 
RELATIVELY QUICKLY. GOL HAS ALREADY ASKED FOR TENDERS 
TO CLEAR CRUMBLED STORE HOUSES. 

4. AS DEPARTMENT WELL AWARE, GOL COUNTING ON US, AS IS 
LEBANESE PUBLIC, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OUR OFEER TO 
SARKIS LAST SEPTEMBER TO ASSIST RECONSTRUCTION EEEORT. 
GOL MAY EXPECT MORE THAN WE IN POSITION TO OEEER AND 

I DID MY BEST WITH GHASSAN TO EMPER HIS EXPECTATIONS 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME REITERATING OUR DESIRE TO BE AS 
HELPFUL AS OUR RESOURCES WILL PERMIT. GOL, OF COURSE, 

IS LOOKING FOR ASSISTANCE FROM VARIETY OF SOURCES WHICH 
WE HAVE REPORTED. 

5. WE WARNED TUEINI AGAINST EXCESSIVE EXPECTATIONS 
(REFTEL, PARA 2), BUT FROM PERSPECTIVE OUR POLICY 
OBJECTIVES IN LEBANON, IT WILL BE ESSENTIAL FOR SARKIS 
TO BE ABLE TO POINT TO SOME POSITIVE RESULTS FROM 
THIS VISIT. US CAN PLAY CATALYTIC ROLE THROUGH ITS 
OWN ASSISTANCE AND, PERHAPS EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY, BY 
STIMULATING ARAB OIL COUNTRIES AND EEC COUNTRIES TO 
LIKEWISE MOVE QUICKLY ON ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON. 

6. IN ADDITION TO AN ATTITUDE AS FORTHCOMING AS 
POSSIBLE, WE RECOMMEND THAT TUEINI BE ENCOURAGED TO 
ADDRESS QUESTION OF COORDINATION OF RELIEF AND 
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RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS. TUEINI HIMSELF MENTIONED NEED 
FOR A GOL ENTITY TO COORDINATE ALL FOREIGN AID 
REQUESTS AND OFFERS TO A RECENT VISITOR, AND WE READILY 
CONCUR. ABSENCE OF SUCH A BODY IN ITSELF WOULD LEAD 
TO DUPLICATION AND INEFFICIENT USE OF RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE. 
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